
AUTODATA TECHNICAL
Autodata, UK supplier of technical information to the automotive 
aftermarket, shares fixes and problems raised through 
its technical helpline, available to all UK customers.

For further information on our exclusive RMI and Autodata joint membership offer, 
please contact the RMI member helpline on 01788 225 908.

A

We are struggling to diagnose a whistling noise on a 2010 Audi A4. The whistling noise is coming from the 
centre of the fascia area when the vehicle is at speeds of approximately 65 mph (105 kph). The whistling 
noise is louder when the heater blower motor is switched off. We have looked at the heater ventilation 
system, but could not find any faults. Can you help?

Q

Yes, the whistling noise you described has been 
reported to us before by other Audi A4 and A5 owners. 
The noise is due to air ingress into the vehicle interior 
through an open grommet in the bulkhead. The noise is 
only present in petrol models as Diesel models make 
use of the grommet opening. To resolve the noise issue, 
insert a 10 mm length of butyl cord into the opening in 
the grommet (fig. 1.1). Carry out a road test to ensure 
the whistling noise has been eliminated.




