
AUTODATA TECHNICAL
Autodata, UK supplier of technical information to the automotive 
aftermarket, shares fixes and problems raised through 
its technical helpline, available to all UK customers.

For further information on our exclusive RMI and Autodata joint membership offer, 
please contact the RMI member helpline on 01788 225 908.

A

We have a 2011 BMW Z4 2,0 petrol in the workshop with an engine oil leak from the front part of the 
cylinder head cover. We replaced the cylinder head cover gasket at the last service but there seems to be 
engine oil in a similar area as before. Are you aware of anything that could be causing this engine oil leak?

Q

We are aware of an engine oil leak in the area you 
describe which affects several models in the BMW range 
with N20 engine code built 01/03/11-01/10/11. The oil 
leak is due to an unsatisfactory design of the timing 
chain tensioner sealing washer. You may also experience 
excessive timing chain noise. 

Check the valve timing and adjust if necessary. Remove 
the timing chain tensioner and inspect sealing washer 
(fig. 1). Fit modified timing chain tensioner sealing 
washer. Refit the timing chain tensioner and tighten to 
the correct torque setting. Thoroughly clean the affected 
area. Carry out road test to confirm the fault has been 
rectified.




